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A note from our Executive Director, Cindy Atkinson 
 

Happy Thanksgiving to all!  I just wanted to describe to  you what a day at the Mad Anthonys Childrenôs 

Hope house is like:  I walk in the front doors and smell the eggs cooking and the coffee brewing.  Grandma 

has been up for hours helping to take care of the three year old whose mom is over at the NICU with the 

twins who were born at 26 weeks.  The phone rings asking, ñwhat day can we bring dinner for the fami-

lies?ò Another hour passes and I meet for the first time Mom and Dad whose baby was born three counties 

away and was brought in by helicopter in the middle of the night.  Our night manager checked them into a 

room at 2:30 a.m. so they could grab a few hours sleep after being up for over 28 hours.   

In keeping  with Thanksgiving, I want to say THANK YOU to each and every one of you who volunteer at 

events, provide dinners, help us organize the house, and the many corporations and foundations who con-

tribute funds and in-kind resources that  help keep our doors open.  Your sponsorship, along with fundrais-

ing events, directly helps families who stay at the Childrenôs Hope House.  I also want to say thank all the 

volunteers who helped with the first annual Holly Days Marketplace.  A special thank you to all that came 

and shopped, and all the many vendors and artist who put their trust in us.   Again, I wish you all a blessed 

Thanksgiving. 

HOUSE MANAGERõS  

REPORT 
 

GENERAL STATISTICS  

AUGUST/ SEPTEMBER 2009 (61 days) 
 

Number of Stays: 34 families/75 people 

 

Number of Room Nights Used:  296 (366 possible) 

 

Average nights per stay: 8.7 

 

Occupancy (%):  78% 

 

Room fee paid:  $785.00 

 

Volunteers:  264.5 hours  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The first Holly Days Marketplace was held on  
October 23, 24 and 25 at the Coliseum and a 
wonderful time was had by all!  With slightly over 
100 vendors, there was a great variety of mer-
chandise to choose from.   
 
Thanks to all of you who attended our first annual 
Holly Days and we certainly hope to see you 
back next year! 
 
See the photos to the right for an example of our 
fine merchandise. 

HAVE A GREAT THANKSGIVING!  

Foundation grants make a difference 

 
Grants are an important part of our overall fundraising strategy, especially for special projects or to pro-

vide assistance to families.  In 2009, thanks to Marcia Lewôs hard work, the House has significantly ex-

panded its outreach to family and community foundations.  We are honored to have received  grants from 

the following foundations year-to-date:   

 

Aetna Foundation; The Howard P. Arnold Foundation; DeKalb County Community Foundation VOICE; 

Dunsire Family Foundation; English, Bonter, Mitchell Foundation; fort Wayne Community Foundation; 

Community Foundation of Grant Co.; Kosciusko County Community Foundation; Kosciusko 21st Cen-

tury Foundation, Inc.; Lincoln Financial Foundation; Noble County Community Foundation; Norfolk 

Southern Foundation; OôRourke-Schof Family Foundation; The Dr. Dane & Mary Louise Miller Founda-

tion; Poinsatte-Altman Foundation; The Owen & Jean Pritchard Charitable Fund; M.E. Raker Founda-

tion, Inc.; The Ian & Mimi Rolland Foundation; Steuben County Community Foundation; Vera Bradley 

Foundation (In-Kind); Community Foundation of Wabash County; The Wal-Mart Foundation; The Wa-

terfield Foundation; Whitley County Community Foundation; The Edward M. & Mary McCrea Wilson 

Foundation; and Adamôs County Community Foundation. 

 
To all, we express our deepest appreciation for your vision and commitment to our mission. 


